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By Katrina Elsken
Independent Newsmedia

In the fall of 2019, area high school
seniors started the year with the normal
hopes and expectations for their senior

year, with the full school calendar of sports,

club and social activities normally associat-
ed with the final year of high school.

The school year started as expected.
Students enjoyed the fall semester with
Friday night football games, other sports,
crowning the homecoming royalty, band
competitions, rodeo, spending time with
friends and all of the other activities that fill
a high school senior’s calendar.

In January, those who pay attention to
international news started hearing about
an outbreak of a new (novel) coronavirus.
On Jan. 11, China reported the first known
death, a 62-year-old man in Wuhan.

On Jan. 20, the World Health Organiza-
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C()VID 19 crisis changed everything for Class of 2020

tion reported cases outside China. The fol-
lowing day, the United State announced the
first confirmed case in Washington state.

On Jan. 30, WHO declared a global pub-
lic health emergency with more than 9,000
cases reported worldwide.

Travel restrictions were put in place.
Cruise ship passengers found themselves
quarantined.

On Feb. 11, WHO officially named the
virus COVID-19.

As concerns about the spread of the
virus grew, communities debated the best
course of action in regard to public events.
The traditional handshake greeting was
discouraged. Increased hand washing was
encouraged.

February fairs and festivals continued as
planned in South Florida. But by the sec-
ond week of March, Collier County made
the decision that it was best to cancel the
Immokalee Cattle Drive & Jamboree event

Stores sold out of hand sanitizer and

toilet paper.

Florida communities made some hard
decisions to cancel public events, since the
virus appeared to spread at mass gather-
ings. The Collier County Board of County
Commissioners declared a Local State of
Emergency in the county even though there
was still no widespread impact.

Some schools started spring break a
week early. Others extended spring break

to two weeks.

When they left for spring break, students
did not know they had left the classrooms
for the remainder of the school year.

School officials spent the extended
spring break coming up with plans for “dis-
tance learning.” Schools provided students
with computer tablets. Teachers scrambled
to put together lessons for online classes.

feet apart, to take their graduation photo.

Safety First at Collier County Public Schools

Safety Flrst was the Collier County Public Schools top priority as seniors at Inmokalee High School lined up, six
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Parents found themselves supervising their

children’s lessons.

At first, both the schools and local
officials did not know how long the “social
isolation” period would last. They hoped to
return to school in April, and then in May,
and finally declared students would not re-
turn until the fall semester ...

Traditional “senior year” activities such
as prom, honors awards night and grad
night were canceled or moved online. The

at the earliest.

local communities tried to make things

a little more special for the graduates by
putting up signs and organizing “adopt a
senior” programs.

With this special keepsake section, the
Immokalee Bulletin congratulates the Class
of 2020 on a successful completion of an
unusual and challenging senior year, one
never to be forgotten.

Immokalee High School senior
first in family to earn diploma

By Dale Conyers

Immokalee Bulletin

IMMOKALEE - Graduating
from high school is a huge
accomplishment, especially for
Tyler Crabtree an [HS senior, he
became the first in his family to
do so.

Immokalee High School
(IHS) made sure its graduating
seniors had a special moment to
remember, even though it could
not host a traditional graduation
ceremony during this pandemic.
So the school and the communi-
ty hosted a parade for them.

Taylor was right there with his
fellow seniors.

“I'm very honored to be first
generation and set that standard
and to make my family proud,”
Crabtree said.

He will continue to make
them proud when he goes off to
college on a full scholarship.

While he appreciates the pa-
rade the Immokalee community
hosted for graduating seniors, he
admits he’s missed a lot the last
couple of months.

atul ations

Bruce Hendry Insurance
Phone (239) 657.3614 e Fax (239) 657.6468 ¢ 711 West Main St., Immokalee Florida 34142e Se habla Espanol

Submitted photo
Taylor Crabtree becomes the first
member of his family to graduate
from high school.

“The prom and grad bash
were taken away and your
senior season taken away, and
now you have graduation taken
away,” he said. “You go your
whole life as a student in a pub-
lic school to graduate and walk
the stage and make your family
proud, and that’s taken away.”

“Senior year is a big thing
in life,” Taylor added, “But you
have college and where you find
ajob.”
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CLASS OF 2020

Although your commencement may

not be what you envisioned, you should
be proud of all your accomplishments.
Resilience will be one of the defining
features of your journey! May these
unique circumstances inspire the
Class of 2020 to make the world

a better place.

N\ healthcare 239.658.3000 | HealthcareSWFL.org
J network SUPPORTING YOUR HEALTHCARE JOURNEY
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- Be sure to take us wherever you go!
Read our free e-edition weekly
at immokaleebulletin.com.

g Immokalee, Ave'Maria and Eastern Collier County
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Jayden Marie Lozane  Marcela Lucio

ATTENTION
IMMOKALEE STUDENTS

The Immokalee Foundation is currently seeking
motivated rising 6th, 7th, 8th, and 9th grade students.

Apply Now!
Just click on link or QR code provided. Make sure to read

through the program criteria and requirements.

https://careerpathways middleschoolapplication.formstack.com/
forms/middle school application

Our program focuses on

career exploration,

technical, college & university
exposure, and a

scholarship

upon graduation!

SCAN ME

For questions or concerns

please call our office at
239-657-2461 or
239-920-1137

Application Deadline:

July 10, 2020
R,
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: Odalis ancy Zumiga  dwra Zaniga Tob Pamaris
Yanez Cowantes Zapata-Martiner " Tobar Znwniga Telrarr

IMMOKALEE HIGH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION

mcipal Assistant Principal
CWtwuzmw Attendance and
& (nstumction & (nstrumction D

scipline
Dan Beddison  Marina Mentesine Panl Ruby

COLLIER COUNTY A MESSAGE PRINCIPAL
SCHOOL BOARD CLARA CALDERON

Stephanie Lucarelli  Chair

Erick Carter Vice Chair As principal of Immokalee High Scho.ol, it is my missiog to ensure
that our students have every opportunity to reach academic excellence
J ory Westberry Member for a post secondary education.
Jen Mitchell Member
Erick Carter Vice Chair Our motto One team, One dream, exemplifies the vision we collective-

ly share which demonstrates that our Immokalee Indians have what it
takes to compete in a global society. It’s a matter of pride.

Roy M. Terry Member

, Dr. Kamela Patton ) Once an Indian, always an Indian.
Superintendent of Collier County Schools Go Indians!
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By Jennifer L. Kupiec
Specialist, Communications & Community
Engagement Collier County Public Schools

The Class of 2020 is faced an unprece-
dented season of change due to COVID-19
(coronavirus), which led to the cancellation
of some events/activities, including many
hallmark moments of the high school
experience. We recognize graduation is the
culmination of a student’s academic jour-
ney and a time to celebrate with family and
friends. Our entire Collier County Public
Schools (CCPS) family had an emotional
investment in making sure our seniors were
honored and celebrated.

High School Commencement Ceremony

A video/virtual graduation ceremony

Boys & Girls Club’s 2020 Youth of the Year

Immokalee Bulletin g Class of 2020 Graduation Keepsake

The Class of 2020 faced an unprecendented season

was held for each high school on June 3,
2020, including each student’s name being
announced, a photo of each graduate in
cap and gown, and speeches by student
leaders, School/District administrators, and
School Board Members. Students, parents,
extended family members, and guests had
the opportunity to remotely view the video

streaming at their school’s designated grad-

uation time via the District and each high
school’s website.

The Class of 2020 Video/Virtual Grad-
uation for Immokalee High School was
scheduled for 7:00 p.m. on June 3.

Plan to reunite and celebrate
The act of walking across the graduation

stage is unmistakably meaningful to all of
us. Therefore, in an effort to reunite the
Class of 2020, all high schools will host an
event in July. If guidelines from the CDC
allow for a gathering of the entire senior
class and parents/guests, each high school
will hold a ceremony on a school’s athletic
field on July 24, 2020, at 8:00 a.m. (rain

contingency on July 25, 2020, at 8:00 a.m.).

This event will be optional for students, as
students will have officially graduated June
3.

This event will allow students to walk
across a stage and take a photo with the
principal in order to honor the Class of
2020.

If CDC guidelines do not allow for the

15

July ceremonies, each high school will offer
the opportunity for the entire Class of 2020
to reunite and celebrate in December (or
later depending on CDC guidelines at that
time). Think of this as the Class of 2020’s
FIRST REUNION!

CCPS will share further details using all
of our communication methods as guide-
lines from the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention (CDC) are updated.

We appreciate your patience, under-
standing, and flexibility during these chal-
lenging times. The Class of 2020 will forever
be remembered for resilience through
these unique circumstances.

Naples — The Boys & Girls Club of Collier
County celebrated the extraordinary achieve-
ments of fourteen local Boys & Girls Club
members on Tuesday, February 25 at the Annual
Youth of the Year Celebration, hosted at Club
Pelican Bay in Naples.

This year’s Youth of the Year event was the
most successful Youth of the Year event to date,
with over $560,000 raised to help support the
kids in Collier County who need us most.

The fourteen Youth of the Year nominees,

ages 14 to 18, have displayed outstanding leader-

ship, service, academic excellence, moral char-
acter and dedication to living a healthy lifestyle
during the past year. Through a presentation
of speeches and interviews, four Youth of the
Year finalists were selected based on how they
illustrated their personal aspirations and have
overcome obstacles to achieve success.
Immokalee High School Senior Camaraelle

“Cam” Milord, a Club member at the Bolch
Campus in Immokalee for the past five years,
was awarded the coveted 2020 Youth of the Year
title. She will receive a $4,000 college scholar-
ship and will go on to compete at the state level
for the opportunity to receive up to $50,000 in
college scholarships as well as an induction by
the President of the United States. Cam, who
currently has a 5.1 grade point average, plans to
attend North Central College in the fall and ma-
jor in business in hopes of becoming an entre-
preneur in a field that can help give back to both
the Haitian and Immokalee communities.

The other finalists included Michelle Azord,
Ashley Decius and Lovensky Germain. The
remaining ten nominees included Adam Barrett,
Sotayouna Joseph, Gabriella Angarita, Hengie
Augustin, Kelvin Azord, Joodlhy Charelus, Oca
Dupra, Michael Elant, David Francoeur and
Erven Francois.

. Submitted Photo:
Camaraelle Milord, Immokalee High
School graduate and 2020 Youth of the
Year winner.

Immokalee High School home of the Indians!

Courtesy photo/Collier County Public Schools

Lipman Family Farms, Guadalupe Center and The Immokalee
Foundation Celebrated the Class of 2020 with Senior Parade

In lieu of traditional graduation ceremonies,
the Immokalee community had the
opportunity to celebrate the accomplishments
of the graduating class of 2020 on Friday,
May 22 with a senior parade. Hosted by

Lipman Family Farms, Guadalupe Center
and The Immokalee Foundation, the parade
will be a one-of-a-kind event to honor

Immokalee High School seniors and recognize

their extraordinary milestone during this

unprecedented time.
Community participation and celebration
was encouraged along the route, and CDC

guidelines to remain six feet apart from others.

The parade participation was reserved for

graduates only.

The parade ran from 5:00 p.m. - 7:00
p.m. down 360 Carver Street. There was a
post-parade event at the Immokalee Sports
Complex, 505 Escambia St.

Submitted photos/Travis Ancerson Images
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of our Graduating Senlors'

Dawine Alexandre
Cristina Alvarado Macareno
Maria Andres Francisco
Fabian Arreguin
Marthe Auguste

Julisa Ayala

Maria Baltazar-Borja
Ruth Bellevue
Ruthamar Bellevue
Aray Castillo Rijo
Christian Centeno
Dulce Chavarria Gutierrez
Tyler Crabtree
Mariceliah Cruz

Anita Cruz

Gerardo Cruz Venegas
Andres Cruz-Soriano
Giovanni De Santiago
Abryana Delgado
Neida Delgado

Maribel Diaz-Morales
Gabriela Diaz-Ramirez
Wenchy Dutreuil
Simson Duvelsaint
Meguine Duvert

Je’an Espinoza
Madisyn Facundo
Mireya Flores

Jamie Frias

Aida Garcia

Araceli Garcia

Britney Garcia

Lizbet Garcia

Natalia Garcia Lopez
Kassandra Garcia Cruz
Marilyn Gijon-Diaz
Jadah Guerrero

Alexis Hernandez

Jorge Herrera-Carrillo
Jailynn Howard
Samantha Huapilla
Alyssa Iraola

Cindy Jaimes-Rodriguez
Selena Jarquin-Venegas
Dimitry Jean Mary
Artemio Jeronimo Pablo
Maria Lopez

Oscar Lorenzo

Arline Martinez

William Martinez
Giovanni Matias

Teonna McCullum
Julissa Montalvo
Alberta Morales-Gonzalez
Gisselle Nava

Claudio Ortega Franco
Stephanie Ortiz-Patino
Jesus Paz

the immokalee
foundation

education. empowerment. hope.

Wilson Perez Vasquez
William Plata

Julian Plata Jr.
Thianica Previlus
Alison Quintero Cerritos
Ailynee Ramirez-Abundez
Giselle Ramirez-Garcia
Rafael Rodriguez
Victoria Salas

Alondra Salazar

Juan Santos

Miguel Segura

Lizette Silva

Alex Soriano

Lukas Soto

Sandra Soto

Yosef Tomas

Martin Trejo-Garcia
Luis Vasquez

Cindy Velazquez

Kay Villa

Circumstances
determined your
past, the present
is embracing

you, and only you
can define your
future.”

- Teresita Marsal-Avila

ImmokaleeFoundation.org
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